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THE COMMUNE OF PARIS. 
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By LOUISE MICHEL. 


PART I, 
(Continued) 


THE DEAPH-AGONY OF THE EMPIRE. 


CuHaprer IT. 
PROSECUTIONS OF “ THE INTERNATIONAL.” 


The International was formally dissolved for the third time by the 
imperial tribunal, andl the defendants were each condemned to three 
months’ imprisonment, and 100 francs fine. 

The sentence was of course confirmed by the Imperial Court of 
Paris, the presiding judge being M. Falconet. 

At this epech appeal against a sentence had its raison d'etre, the 
press being gagged, the police courts afforded the best opportunity 
for propaganda. The judgment was confirmed, but the idea further 
ventilated ; besides which the newspapers were still permitted to re- 
produce what they called the “effusions” of this or that prisoner. 

The minutes of the Association having remained in the hands of 
the Juge a’ Inatruction, the members of the Paris branch, Combault, 
Murat, and Tolain, did their book-keeping by means of a letter to the 
journal Le Kever!, though the Attorney General had asserted that the 
“Luternational ” hid its accounts, and surrounde itself with mystery. 

Thus we see these prosecutions leading up to the final revolt, which 
had been promoted by repression even mere than by the long grind of 
poverty. It was precipitated by the disaster of Sedan, a consum- 
mation whose approach was traceable in events and as clearly to be 
foreseen as the final fall of a river into the ocean, 

Presentiments of the end were felt through all the ramifications of 
things.-; The literature of.the epoch bears remarkable witness to this. 
As far back ag.1866, Rogeard wrote as follows :— 

“The cliinax of 1869 is a predicted date. Everything points to the 
fall of the Empire in that year. We look forward to it as to a 
millenium—the coming of a messiah—of Freedom. We know its 
approach as an astronomer foreknows the end of an eclipse; we have 
but to take out our watch and observe the phenomena while counting 
the minutes which yet separate France from the light. 

“There is profound meaning (he proceeds,) in the constant and 
irremediable opposition bet ween the tendencies of government on one 
hand, and those of society on the other; the permanent violation of 
all the rights, requirements, and interests of the governed; the con- 
tradictiontbetween the promises and the performances of those in 
power ; the ostentatious display of the principles of 1789, with the 
actual application of those of 1772; the necessity of war, and 
especially of wars of conquest, as a vital principle of a military mon- 
archy, and the unpopularity of war, especially wars of conquest, annex- 
ation, pillage, and invasion, in an industrial country; the worker 
better educated and a little more intelligent than his predecessors ; 
the necessity of political police and a political magistracy in a country 
where the government is at variance with the nation —a necessity 
which in itself dishonors both magistracy and police, and which con- 
soles miscreants, while discouraging honest men. ‘pines 

“There is to-day an immense expansion of popular feclinyg, side by 
side with a slight recrudescence of imperial oppression ; but af the 
oppression continues to increase ou one hand, while the expansion in- 
creases on the other, it is plain enough that the machine must burst.” 

Referring to those who were still disposed for patieut waiting, be 
added : -- 

“T sce as you do that this is the death-agony ; vet Pcannot wait. 
Opinion moves forward? -'Prue. —[t moves rapully ¢—L know it. —- 
Irresistibly ? -T agree. But why say to the rising tide that it) shall 
rise no faster? ‘The Empire is dving; the Empire is dead. So saving 
we keep italive till’69, mark you!—but the thing is to despateh it, 
not merely to listen to its death-rattle; it ts needful to throttle it, 
rather than to feel its pulse; to sound its passing bell and not its 
future victory. : 

Karhier still, in 1858, we find the following, written by Antonin 
Duboit in Les Suapects. . 

“While writing thet names, we seem to see their heads fall one by 
one under the exeeutioner’s axe; and m undertaking this act of repar- 
ation we have desired to avenye the memory of the dead. 

“Phe hour came when, without motives or explanations, withont 
trial atid in eald blood they (the suspeeted) were to be thrown by 
handpeds inte jails of the government and thence transported to 
Cayenne or to A fried.” 

At great human crises there is a stir and a hubbub as among bees 
when the hive is in per, and each hastens te take his own place tn 
the strugele. Thus, durtac the later years of the empire, everyone 
who was revolted hy the Iq uities of soclety, chose his own group, Or 
went to and fro like a dost child, while the rising wind of revelation 
bore as alony toward the high tide of 771 which was to mingle us all 
in the sime tempest. 

Many of the Tnternationalists were inclined to leave the Empire to 
putrify inaits own infanues, the corruption berg such that it was im- 
possible to pick out of the mire a single grain that was not infeeted 
The Blanquists, on the contrary, desired to precipitate the collapse, 
and with this cndltn view ao attempt was madeon August b4th, E870, 
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by those. heroes who have heen called the © bandits of Villette” 
Phis affair gave occasion to the last great trial under the Em are ; 
time however did not allow the sentences to be carried out. 

Meanwhile the penultimate trial was when the International, which 
continued to ignore official dissolution, was prosecuted for the tied 
time. 

The number of prisoners was augmented. This time they were 
thirty-eight, divided into two categories, (1) those who were revariend| 
as chiefs or founders, and (2) those who were considered simply 
members. (The International meanwhile bad neither chiefs nor 
founders!) ‘The first category included Varlin, Malon, Murat, Johan. 
nard, Pindy, Combault, Heligon, Avrial, Sabourdy, Colmia (alias Fr 
quin), Passedonet, Rocher, Assi, Sangevin, Paguerre, Robin, Leblanc 
Carle and Allard. In the second category were Thiez, Collot toa, 
maino, Casse, Duncanquie, Flahaut, Landeck, Chalain, Ansil, eta 
Boyer, Cirade, Delacour, Durand, Duval, Fournaise, Frankel, con 
Malzieux. P 

The Imperial advocate, Aulois, represented the prosecution. Adyo- 
cates Lachauds, Bigot, Lente and Kousselle, defended the prisonery 
Laurier was engaged by the defendants to present the points of their 
case from the legal point of view. 

The Imperial Advocate admitted that the examination had been 
conducted with active solicitude and that there had not been time for 
the accused to prepare their defence. The documents had remained 
in the hands of the Juge a’ Instruction. 

The prisoners did not deny their speeches at the Salle de la Marseil. 
laise and elsewhere, nor the reports of the strikes sent to the journal 
La Marseillaise which Rochefort conducted and which Belleville, the 
most revolutionary quarter in Paris, had chosen as an organ of protest 
against the Empire. 

Ata public meeting on April 19th, 1870, Varlin had said, “Already 
the ‘ International’ has overcome prejudices between the peoples of 
different nations. We know what to expect from Providence, whic! 
has always shown a partiality for milhonaires. The great God has 
had his day. Knough of him. We appeal to all who suffer and 
struggle. We are both Might and Right. We ought to get along 
by ourselves, and it is against the judicial, economic, and religious 
order that our efforts should be directed.” , 

“We desire the Social Revolution with all its consequences.” So 
said Combault likewise, at a meeting at the Salle de Marseillaise, andl 
the closely packed audience had arisen to applaud his words. 

Of course the court was scared at the admissions of the prisoners, 
and got confused among the great) number of documents that liad 
been sized, and from which it was desired to quote. Phere were the 
names of the most resolute revolutionists, minsled with words which 
startled like a thuanderclap, -nitro-glycerine, picrate of potassium, 
arms, powder, ammunition ; (for it is not by vows alone that Bustilles 
ean be taken). Pots of pomatuim were not untrequently promoted to 
the dignity of explosive substances, with terrifying effect. 

Meanwhile, as a fact, the revolution gathered strengih. Krom 
Basle, from London, from Berlin, athwart all the complications of 
governments, the workers took uo heed of politicians, but fraternized 
across the frontiers, cursing both despots and bloodshed, 

The Imperial Advocate was astonished that the “ Luterrational,”’ 
by no means disconcerted by its enforced dissolution, had gone on 
with its work under other names. 

Referring to the designation of the © Enternational” as a “secret. 
society,” the counsel foe the defence, Laurier, cited as a remarkable 
instance of justice the action of Knylish judges with regard to an 
association which had really been a seeret one, and which had, more- 
iie recounted how the thing had 


as 


ale 


over, committed acts of violence. 
been inquired into, and how authority had found itself face to face 
with the proletariat in form of a secret society banded for hidden 
revenge, and organised like the frances juges, with the object of eman- 
cipating the people. ‘Phe accused having replied that they were ina 
condition of rebellion against society because it) would not accord 
them the right of association, and that its members would continue 
to commit crimes until this nght should be granted, the Hnglish 
mityistrate pardoned these people, parhament changed the law, and 
full liberty of association was proclaimed in England, ‘Such liberty 
also exists in Switzerland,” continued Laurier, ‘ iudeed in all countries 
with the exception of France.” 

After Lanrier’s speech, Avrial added that the “ International "wits 
no mere handful of individuals, but the great mass of the workers, 
who claim their rights. “It is the employers (he said) who by their 
greed of gain drive men to rebellion.” 

“foam not myself a member of the ‘Tuternational’,” 
“but Lhope to belong to it some day.” 


To be continued 
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Wanted A Vigilance Committee. 


Is it not time steps were taken to wateh and see that Scotland 
Yard does not introduce into this country the very worst features of 
the continental police-spy-trck system + “LT would like to stuggest the 
formation of a Vigilance Committee, whose duty it) shall be mere 
lessly to expose aud ridieute the work of or so-called detectives. 
A dozen comrades of tact, energy, and intelligence, resident im differ- 
ent parts of the metropolis, and working on lunes agreed upen and 
known only to themselves, conld aceomplish the work. T will make 


one. Where are the eleven others ? Reapy, AYE READY. 
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IN DEFENCE OF EMMA COLDMANN AND 
THE RIGHT OF EXPROPRIATION. 


Continued from Noor. 


BY VOLTAIRINE DE CLEYRE 

It is the old, old story. When Thomas Paine, one 
hundred years ago, published the first part of © ‘The 
Rights of Man”, the part ino which he discusses 
principles only, the edition was a high-priced one, reach- 
ing comparative ly few readers. It created only a Cie ary 
furore. When the second part appeared, the part in 
which he treats of the: application of principles, in which 
he declares that ‘‘men should not petition for rights 
but take them”, it came out in a cheap form, so that 
one hundred thousand copies were sold in a few weeks. 
That brought down the prosecution by the government. 
It had reached the people who might act, and prosecu- 
tion followed prosecution till Botany Bay was fall of 
the best men of Kneeland. Thus were the limitations 
of speech and press declared, and thus will they ever be 
declared so Jong as there are antagonistic iiterests im 
human society. 

Understand me clearly. To believe that the term 
“constitutional right of free speech” is a meaningless 
phrase, for this reason: the constitution of the United 
States, and the Declaration of Independence, and  par- 
ticularly the Jatter, were, in their day, progressive 
expressions of progressive ideals. But they are, through- 


out, Gharacterized by the metaphysical philosophy 
which dominated the thought of the last century. They 
speak of “inherent rights”, ‘“imahenable rights’, ‘ nat- 


ural rights”, ete: ‘They declare that men are equal 
because of asupposed metaphysical something-or-other, 
ealled equality, existing mm some mysterious way apart 
from matertal conditions, just as the philosophers of the 
eighteenth century accounted for water being wet by 
alleging a metaphysical wetuess, existing somehow apart 
from matter. [do not say this to disparage those grand 
men who dared to put themselves agamst the authorities 


of the monarchy, and fo conceive a better ideal of 


society, one which they certainly thought would secure 
equal rights to men; because I realize fully that no one 

van live very far in advance of the time-spirnit, and Tam 
positive mo omy own mind that, unless some cataclysm 
destroys the human race before the end of the twentieth 
century the experience of the next hundred vears will 
explode many of ourown theories. But the experience 
of this age has proven that imetaphysic ‘al quantities do 
not exist apart from materials, and hence humanity can 
not be made equal by declarations on paper. Unless 
the qmaterial conditions for equality exist, it is worse 
than mockery to pronounce men equal. And unless 
there is equality (and by equality Pimean equal chances 
for every one to make the most of himself), unless, Tsay, 
these equal chances exist, freedom, either of thought, 
speech, or action, Is equally a mocke ‘ry. 

To onee read that one moalhon angels could dance at 


the same time on the pot of a needle; possibly one 
million angels might be able to get a decent night's 


lodving by virtue of their constitutional rights ; one 
single tramp conidn’t. And whenever the tongues of the 
non-possessing Class threaten the possessors, whenever 
the disinherited menace the privileged, that moment you 
will find that the constitution isn’t made for you. 
Therefore T think anarchists make amuistake when they 
contend for their constitutional nehts. As a promiment 
lawyer, Mr. ‘Thomas Karle White, of Philadelphia, him- 
celf an anarchist, said to me not long smee: “ What 
are you going to do about it? Go into the courts, and 


tight for your legal rights? Anarchists haven't got 
any.’ Well’, says the governmentalist, ‘Syou can’t 


beheve mm constitue 
any one will right 


consistently chum any. You don’t 
tions and Jaws.” Jéxaetly so; and if 


mi OE 
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iy constitutional wrongs Twill willingly make him a 
present of my constitutional rights. At the same time 
Tam perfectly sure no one will ever make this exchange ; 
nor will any help ever come to the wronged class from 
the outside. Salvation on the vieartous plan isn't 
worth despising.  Redress of wrongs will not come by 
petitionmg ‘the powers that be’. * Tle has rights who 
dare maintain them. Phe Lord helps them who 
help themselves.” (And when one is able to help him- 
self, ] don’t think he is apt to trouble the Lord much 
for his assistance.) As long as the working-people fold 
hands and pray the gods in| Washington to give them 
work, so long they will not get it So long as they 
tramp the streets, whose stones they lay, whose filth 
they clean, whose sewers they dig, yet upon which they 
iitist not stand too long lest the policeman bid them 

‘move on’; as long as they go from factory to factory, 
begging for the opportunity to be a slave, receiving the 
insults of bosses and foremen, getting the old ‘* No”’, the 
old shake of the head, in these factories which they build, 
whose machines they wrought ; so long as they consent 
to herd like cattle, in the cities, driven year after year, 
more and more, off the mort gaged land, the land they 
cleared, fertilized, cultivated, “rendered of value 3; 80 long 
as they stand shivering, gazing throdgh plate glass 
windows at overcoats, Which they made but cannot buy, 
starving in the midst of food they produced but cannot 
have; so long as they continue to do these things vaguely 
relying upon some power outside themselves, be it god, or 
priest, or politician, or employer, or charitable society, 
to remedy matters, 80 long deliverance will be delayed. 
When they conceive the possibilly of a complete interna- 
tional federation of labor, whose constituent groups 
shall take possession of land, mines, factories, all the 
instruments of production, issue their own certificates 
of exchange, and, in short, conduct their own industry 
without regulative interference trom law-makers or 
employers, then we may hope for the only help which 
counts for aught —self-help ; the only condition which 
san guarantee free speech (and no paper guarantee 
needed), 

But meanwhile, while we are waiting, for there 1s yet 
much grist of the middle class to be ground between 
the upper and nether wmallstones of economic evolution ; 
while we await the formation of the international labor 
trast; while we watch for the day when there are 
enough of people with nothing in thei stomachs and 
desperation in their heads, to go about the work of ex- 
propriation; What shall those do who are starving 
now ? 

That is the question which Hawa Gortpmann had to 
face; and she answered it by sayine: ‘fAsk, and if you 
do not receive, take—-take bread.’ 

Ido not give you that advice. Not because [do not 
think the bread belongs to you; not because Ido not 
think you would be morally nght in taking if; not that 
Tam not more shocked sid horrified and conbitten ‘ed by 
the report of one human being starving im the heart of 
plenty, than by all the Pitt<sburgs, andl Chicagos, and 
Homesteads, and Vennessecs, seal Cour d'Alenes, and 
Batfalos, and Barcelonas, and Paritses ; tot that I do 
not think one little bit) of sensitive tiuiman flesh is 
worth all the property rights im New York city; not 
that J do not think the world will ever be saved by the 
sheep's virtue of going patiently to the shambles , not 
that 1 do not beheve the expropriation of the POBKOSS- 
ing classes is inevitable, and that that expropriation wall 
bewin by just suc hoaets as oaawa Gonpwann advised, viz. : 
the taking: possession of wealth already produced ; not 
that 1 think you owe any consideration to the Gonspira- 
tors of Wall Street, or those who profit by) their 
operations, as such, nor ever will till man are reduced 
to the level of human bemes having e yaal chances with 


you to earn their share of social eecrdbl ahd no more, 
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To Correspondents. 

A. Hamon. — We will do as vou wish. ‘Thanks for Answer. 

G. Corrs, Leicester. — We anticipate that all comrades will help with 
your Mutual Aid list: we wish you every success, 

D. Harrer, Dundee.- “Many thauks for letter, Weare pleased: to 
hear that you have hooked Comrades Bell ot Mdinburgh and Duncan 
of Aberdeen to lecture for you, 

T. Sampson, Brighton. Tt is very encouraging to hear of your quiet 
and steady propaganda. 

J, J. Brack, Sunderland. 
regret that vou are SO Obstructed an your propaganda. 
greetings to Comrades Harper, Foster and Gundersen. 

THe Leicester Pras Drawing The winnine mumbers are as 
follows: —507, 1084, G29, 400, P46. 708, (Ob, 861, POt, 1058, 452, 
B76, 758, Gl, 1035, 395, 943, OS, debk, INZ, 874, 150, 270, 46u, 363, 
796, 756, 450, 


We are pleased to hear from vou, and 


(rive our 


’ 


“Liberty ’’ Sustenance Fund. 


Henry C. Donovan, £1; TT. Sampson, Is. ; Gertrude Sehack, 2s. ; 
W.K., 2s. 
LIBRA. 
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We have received from Argentine the third number of © Ey 


Oprumide", an Anarchist-Comiuiunist paper, in Ttahan and Spanish, 
edited by our comrade Dr. J, His address 
% . . ‘ 

Calle) Progreso, 91 Ayres We recomend 
pubheation to all comrades who understand Ptalman or Spanish 


Creagh, is J. Creagh, 


Buenos this 


Laajan, 


At a meeting of the Christian Sorial Unien, the other day 
Prebendary Harry Jones, lecturing on the Parish Councils Act, sagt 
that Londoners had no idea how amueh the countryman could) do. 
He knew his business, which was as much as anvoman knew. ‘Po talk 
about turning the unemploved tite the country for acneultural work 
was ah insult Ae attest shoud aot? the Sperior produc. 
tiveness of this countey was due to the ntellicenece of the 


to the country 
f agrrentdtiural 
laborer, andoain Mneland the produce, por acre, was about three times 
as much as im America 

He mivht bave added, that af the wow enltivated arenoof the Cuited 
Kingdom, BULQO0 square miles, was cultivate | as the ser is enltivated 
In Belgium, the United Kingdom would have foe fer Se Q0O 000) pe 
habitants, and af the population came to be doubled, all that would 
be required for producing the food fon TOLOOO OO boibabatsnts 
be tor eultisatoe the aeil as at iscullipated ou tle 
country, of Flanders, and of Lonard y 


; wot 


best this 


farms of 


As for the wnem loved, Maro Harry Jones 
the land WiLS free, the Hnemploved Tbh 
appear 


kiows very well that af 


Ir towns amd erties world elas 
Not tall landlordismy and eapatalisnr or 


thing Dike commaiunal adinistratren be: pssrl di eee Lie Bd eaters 


Swept away well ais - 


for Parish Couneidls in order to provide tra as 


we must ask Ma. Harry Jones te remember 


people that thie Hine! Lar fowe ie Ite a] 


Hew ger titer the 


sehouls fpr 4 Mazes, 
thatat’s mouse telling 


Water 


Derren To {, 
a a ae 
The Droaly Chronicle, the morning after the School Board election 
“Phat the mend oof London, thanks to a eruelly blind 
eapriee ob tats lhinery, the result of a senseless method of 


combesses 


pervertinyg 


tlie Pree pose ot thie SO tors, does not fiiyed proper eX Presson 
on the new Board.’ Just so, we Anarchists sav that © experience has 
shown it tobe dmpossible to hit upon an electoral system whieh really 


ensures election by the actual majority.” Lt the editor of the Daily 
Chronicle cares to go deeper into the question we refer him to wR 


commade Malatesta’s article on page 93 of this number, 


Anarchist-Communism 
>eoc 


in Scotland. 


The following area few impressions of onr visit to Scotland, which 
we promised last month, 

When we arrived at the granite city on Saturday the 18th of Oct 

é, ’ * , ba 
and were introduced by Comrade BKyelan Shepherd to H. Dunean and 
the Anarchist group, we were pleased beyond expectation to find 
such a number ot thorouch-gomp intelligent comrades, so well versed 
mall phases of the movement, 

After a stay of a few days with our host, the genial Duncan, it was 
not dificult to understand how such a strony fecling of esprit de COrpR 
had sprang into existence among our Aberdeen comrades, Our space 
is too short to enter dnto anything tke a description of various com. 
rides who belong to the group. ‘The unique and Quaker-lke idiva- 
daality of our trend Helan Shepherd > the active and energetic Mae 
Barline, and the brothers Fraser one overflowing wath energy and 
mirthitty wood matare, the other whose plystocuony well expressed the 


capacity tor introspective thought, at the same tre possessing an im- 
Miense fund of dry and quatat Sceoteh humour, which is quickly dis- 
covered by friend and foe alike ; 

Our dear comrade Miss Gray, our comrade Taylor (whose hart cir- 
cumstitnces do net prevent hii Using los artistie abilities te forward 
the camuse whieh we all have at heart), and many others dett ao 
stone untttened to make our visita success. Moreover our visit) was 
well-timed, for the day of our arrival had been fixed for the openime 
of anew Anarchist Club, at 44 Seymout Place, 

Qn our arrival at the elub we were called on for an Ha prompen 
speech, descriptive of the Baglish An relist Movement, whoeh was a 
fish qmost convenmab We were well rewarded by the warty reception 
our few ¥ the Mrs. Vocluatu 
sang several Socialist and Scotch songs; our comrade and several 


given to remarks by wirdienee 
others followed suit, showing that they possesserl consilercble musie al 
ability. i 
that the club should be named Laberty Hall, whieh suyeestion tet 


Three 


The proceedings were conelided by Mas. Pochatts Proposiiy 


with watin approval at the Sines of our Caled aii brotiers, 
cheecs Were then piven for the Revolution, 

Some oof the aweestetek on dis- 
eovermne that the new elab had come ito existence, hav ne lithearte 
littl: dreamt of such bet possible. Pn fiet ome old wom was heard 
to observe to another, © Oh, look here, the Anarchists have come here 
at last: great rod we'll a’ be blawn to bell!’ 

Phe following imoruing we salbed forth, accompanied: by several 
view tie auld Don. In the afternoon we 
addressed a darge andienee at Regent's Quay (almost opposite the 
very we lived thirty-five then a wee kilted 
Jade). Wothin our experience as a publie speaker, never were our 
potnts so readily taken tp and applauded. Mors. Pechatths smyuig of 
Anarchist somes uret with a reception to less crutifving. 

Jn the eveniag we leetured im the Oddfellows? Large Hall, the sub- 
ject bere “Hainan Nature and Anarchism’ 
foul Phelan Shepherd having a sharp discussion with a man, sty lag 


Inhabitants we are ditormed were 


comrades to Brig a 


house where venrs avo 


On arriving there we 


Hooselt a Christan Agerehist, who hid stronuly objected to a chair 


nh, on the vround that at was antayonstie to Anarchist principles, 


Cvanrade Donean who briefly introduced us, explamed that as we 
not all Anarchists yet, there arose the necessity of a ¢hamman 
enjoying the contidence of the audience to see that all had fair play. 
Phe hirce atidienee listened to Mars. Pochattys simeing of Mnewland 
AY iene” The lecture, which took three quarters 
of an houran delivery, was well recemed. ‘Phen followed a string of 
questions and answers, the audience berg bighky delyrhted by the 


Were 
“with evident pleasure, 


diseomiiture qa rout oof whom We lave men- 


d 


our frend the emery 
tioned hove ; 

On lectured inthe Oddfellows’ small Wall, which was 
crowded (xtaatiding room only for late-comers), the subject beans 
© eoabonine Anarchism.” Mrs. Tochatts agian SU tig 
several well Kiowa Sochlist sones, which met with hearty approval. 


Moonclay we 
Meditions and 


Commede Dunean followed with a little gem oof a speech, which it 
worth be diteadt to sturpitss. 

The Libee'fitie proved evened doulot how lee ply the principles of An- 
arehysm have taker root me Aberdeen, 

On ‘Puesdiay Wwe proceeded te Borie Dundee to pay Liberty Group” 
a ovisit, berg wartnidy weleomed by Comrades Praser, Harper and 
Henge, dat, throueh oaabality te aniline a hall, we bell the largest 
that the Anarchists have ewer held there, Mrs. 
Pochattr's services were aenin ealled into requisition, the andieace 
Which teed the etfeet of disconcert ine 
Pwerelerovtten, Whe were aborted at the spread of our pl rerples The 
latter atterwards, tocb part an the discussion, whieh proved that tlye 


Ope UWP opretenthiper 


yeiekdy tahini up the ehorius, 


workers know more of the subpeet hia the she pilots. 
Ti be (Est cored 


lieeesrmen, Tso, 


SOCIALISM OR PRIVILEGE ? 


ro< 


At the recent congress of German Secial Demoerats, some of the 
working-men delegates proposed that the salary of the writers and 
journalists of the party should not exceed £8 per week. These good 
workers thought that a weekly of £3 would be more than 
sufficient for socialist ade by inva country ke Germany, where 
men work for 12, 14, or even 16 and 18 hours a day, where the great 
bulk of producers earn Jess than two shillings a day, and where even 
those employed on the most remunerative kinds of work im the large 
towns never get more than thirty shillings a week. 

But this was the opimon of simple workmen, of those accustomed 
to rough labor and a humble way of life. Such was by no means the 
opimien of those fine gentlemen —the deputies, speakers, writers, 
and offical agitators of the party—who lye the better for the miser- 
able pay of 1h German worker. Corrupted by all the vices of the 
bourgeoisie the metuibers ot this new aristocracy, self-styled socialist, 
consider it: beneath their dignity to work on the journals of the party 
for £3 a week. “Tf vou do not give more than £3, our writers 
will desert us; they will gvoover to the bourgeoisie.” So spoke Bebel. 
Strange argument ; droll as coming from socialists! Hitherto we had 
always thought thet men are socialists by conviction, and that the 
fundamental principles of socialism require that the producer be not 
exploited, and that when this producer is a member of the party a 
tiuly fraternal solidarity should be practised with regard to him, 
which is something different) from the fraternity of republiean- 
democrats. At any rite, We Soe nalists of the “ignorant? school con- 
sider that every nnur’s work should be recompensed equally, and that 
to pei dey as to the kind of work has been the method defended 
and preached by the bourgeoisie and by partisans of privilege. 

But the Social Demecrats, with Herr Engels at their head, proclaim 
loudly and in all languages that “‘scientific socialism’? has been 
invented by them oe'ves, and os their monopoly. according to their 
eocialism, it is needful to create a class of elect persens for the masses 
to take care of, while depriving themselves of necessartes of Jife, some- 
tines even of bread. 

Iu his day, in TR#R, Proudhon, despite the unheard of success of 
is journal, only took for his work as editor the same remuneration as 
each compositor or other worker in the printing office ; to wit, five 
franes. Bat then Proudhon was tenorant ; say the Social Demo- 
erats. So beat. None the dess. all hamanity holds in veneration the 
memory of Socrates, of Fpaminondas, of thee irpenter of Galilee, of 
the Abbe Gre vory, and of many others who, like Proudhon, etal a 
life of riches and privileges, and contented gt glib with very little. 

These, too, were strangers to the world of ‘scientific socialism’ 
but the ignorant people consider these men very good and very honest. 

“We exploit nobody,’ repltes Herr Liebkaceht ; “My journal 
ass In more than SO,000 marks (£1E500) a year, That is per- 

hays why the office pays him such honour, perhaps itis also why he 
hands the publisher 7,500 marks (£375) a year. (Lu Switzerland, 
ministers only get £300.) 

Well, if aiman’s journal brings i so much, it isa proof that he sells 
it for more than the amount needed to cover So much 
is clear. But is at, after all, somalistie to sell it to the members of 
the party for more than it costs ? The Russian Soctalists publish a 


Witce 


so 


’ 


its eX Penses. 


paper of which they give four cops for one penny. ‘The Paris 
Anarchists published pamphlets gratuitously whenever they took 
more thei was wanted for the expenses of La Revolle, whose chief 


editor took not £550, net even £5 a week, but only £1 a week 
Troe, the Russtan Sccilists are as yet but httle versed in scientific 
to the Anarchists oh! we are notorious for our 

the serenee of Messrs. Engels, DLiebkuecht, Bebel, and 


socdalinm ; 
TeNOriance 
others. 
Inamy capacity of ymnoramns | warn the exploited that history shows 
Us that power, privile ges, aud clhiss distimetions have been established 
little by httle; an honorary and temporary distinction becomes, with 
tine and custom, hereditary, and always finds self-interested men 
ready to defend privilege and slavery in the name of sence, just as 
day the corruption of socialist is called 
scientitic. | YS 


as 


of 


yw) our bourgeois ideas 


© Perve ree disputinges of men of corrupt minds, and destitate of the 
truth; supposing that gai is ywodliness (justice): from such with- 
cliraow., And having food and raiment let us be therewith content. 
But they that will he reh fall ante temptation and a snare, and into 
many foolish and hurtful lasts whieh drown men on destruction and 
perdition. For the love of money is the of all evil. 8) 
Timothy (or Tom or Jim) keep to that comunitted to your trust, 
avoiding profane and vain babblings, and opposition of scence falsely 


go called, 


“Tnothe dast days perilous times shall come. 


roat 


For 


their own selves, coVvetuous, hoasters, proud 


shall be 

truce- 
breakers, false accusers, despisers of those that are good, traitors, 
heady, high minded, of pleasure more than than lovers of 
[ Justice |} Ever learning and uever able to come to the knowledge 
ot the trath Sut thoy shall proceed ue further, for their folly 
shall be manifest unte all Amd all that will live (justly) 
shall suffer persecution.” 


From Paul's 
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‘Tattere toa Young Comrade named Timothy.” 
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PARLIAMENTARY POLITICS IN THE 
SOCIALIST MOVEMENT. 
By ERRICO MALATESTA 
I.--Universan Surrraae (continued from No. 11). 


Let us consider briefly how the body of men known as a legislature 
is brought together, and how it acts. Losing sight of minor differ- 
ences due to peculiarity of country or party interests, which do not 
really affeet the system, each state is divided into as many electoral 
districts as there are wanted representatives in the Chamber. Exch 
citizen possessing the suffrage votes for one candidate, and he who 
receives the greatest number of votes becomes deputy for the district. 
Consequently, putting aside the fact that) women are generally with- 
out a vote (notwithstanding that they have as many rights and 
Interests as men) and disregturding the numerous expedients by which 
it is contrived to disfranchise a large proportion even of the male 
population, it is already evident that an unportant section of the 
electorate —that which has made choice of the defeated candidates, is 
completely without representation, On account of a multipheity of 
candidates this may be the position of the majority of electors. 

On the other band, such of the voters as oe been victorious at 
the polls have as a rule had t> make numerous concessions of prinei- 
ple and policy in order to have a representative at all, and even then, 
must be content to accept merely the least unsatisfactory, and make up 
their minds with a wry mouth to accommodate themselves to a al 
burgain. Besides at best the citizen can only be inadequately represent 
ed by a single deputy im an assembly which is usually composed of 
several hundreds of members, so that far from having guaranteed his 
interests im any way he has merely subjected them to the will or 
caprice of a body, each member of which champions certain special 
requiremeuts, and all of whom collectively represent nothing in 
particular, 

Likewise if we take it for granted that the preponderating body of 
the members represents certain ideas and interests dear to the 
individual elector, it is again a matter of course that, as the laws 
are hever passed unanimously, the majority which makes the law and 
appoints the fate of the couutry only represents the fraction of 
fraction of the population, 

If we examine all the processes of accommodation, alteration, 
reduction, amendment so-called, and compromise, through which a 
bill must pass before it becomes a law, if we count the concessions 
and transactions into which « deputy must enter before he can arrive 
at a co-operative understanding aes his colleagues, the thousand con- 
siderations of party that must be hospitably entertained, all foreign 
to the raison d'etre of the proposed legal enactment, but whieh vet 
havea determining influence on the vote of the Chamber, we shall 
come to the conclusion that ultnmately the measure under considera- 
tion will fully meet nobody's wishes or idew. Add to this that it 
has further to run the yauntlet of a second Chamber or Senate, where 
additional modifications and changes will undoubtedly be proposed, 
and it. will be evident that alter it has recerved the royal or presiden- 
tial sanction the legislative bantling will with difficulty be recognised 
by its parents. The electoral areas beg strictly territorial, and the 
inhabitants of each district having but one representative, qualified = 
do everything, it may happen that the imterests or opimons of ¢ 
merely local majority may be mode to override and set at nought more 
important interests, that are widespread rather than local, but which 
will have no voice because they do not command the services of 
special representative, 

So it happens that circumstances affecting a particular locality or 
a particular corporation may be gat upon (in every sense of the 
phrase) by strangers to the loc ality and allens to the corporation, who 
do not understand, and still less care for the interests on which with 
a hebt heart they adjudicate, without mandate or authority from 
people concerned, — Tre land, for amstance, is ruled by a parliament 
which the Trish are tia minority, bat the laws of which it must are, 
just as the Ulstermen would be under the dominion of the other 
provinces of Freland if there were a parliament sitting in Dublin. In 
all democratic countries, so-called, the laws which regulate the mines 
and navigation are made by people who are neither miners nor sailors, 
and as a general rule, every social problem: is submitted i parliament 
to those ‘webo do not understand it, and decided haphazard by men 
who have no interest in its correet and permanent solution. 

Under these circumstances members of parliament, removed out of 
touch with the people, careless of its needs, powerless to satisfy them 
even df they wished, finally concentrate their attention upon themselves 
and endeavour, as Proudhon says, “to strengthen and icrease their 
own power, constantly to obtain additional privileges and grants, aud 
finally thoroughly to emancipate themselves from popular control; the 
mevitable issue of power delegated by the people” ( System of 
Keonomical Contradictions.” ) 


To be continued 


“Po expect that society will evolve farther while they (the 
eltizens) remain is to expect that it will evolve without a 
cause. Kach man in whom dissatisfaction is aroused by institutions 
which have survived from a less civilized past, or whose BYIpathies 
make certain evils repnynant to him, must regard his feelings thas 
exerted as uuits im the agyrre of forces by which progress is 
brought about; and as called on to expend tos feelinges In appropriate 


deeds.” - Herbert Spe neer 


passive, 


pile 
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“' TIS BETTER TO GIVE THAN TO RECEIVE.” 
By ARCHIBALD MDOUGALL. 


Inno department of thought, perhaps, does the much 
quoted and oft exploited precept ‘CTis better to give than 
to receive’ find Jouder expression and 1s given greater 
prominence to than in that of Anarchist-Communism, 
Conceived of and understood in a vastly different sense 
than that which is preached by middle-class charity. 


Anarchists can find in this trite saying the basis of | 
| sequently they fail to encompass all that is essential for 


huinan progress and a finger post which points out the 


only path by which humanity can travel towards a freer | 


and higher life. Deductions can be drawn from facts of 


every-day life to prove this. 


in the past, have given the fruits of their energy and in 
some cases have surrendered their, liberty, and even 
their lives for the love of truth and the welfare of their 
fellows ; it has preserved and handed down in legend and 
romance records of courageous deeds, giving to the world 
wuple proof that at all times throughout its history there 
have been men of large and tender natures who gave to 
those around them the benefit of the intense life surging 
within them without reckoning the cost unto themselves. 
Our poets, philosophers, scientists, and revolutionists 
have their memories embalmed in song and story be- 
cause of this fact. Their lives have been one large 
reservoir from which society has taken from time 
to time supplies of energy to renew and strengthen 


The buman race has always | 
revered the memory of those noble men and women who, | 


| of those in authority. 


its body which had been robbed of its vigour by the | 


various excesses in which it had been plunged. 
social organism, the factors of life and death are busy 
working out their inevitable efforts. Biology tells us 
thatin the life of all organisms, from the animaleale 
which abound in the water to the huge social organism 
of humanity, we can find two elements constantly com- 
bating for supremacy. Inherent in orgame life those two 
forces tend to opposite directions, one of them, the 
constructive force, having a tendency towards itegra- 
tion, development, life, while the other, destractive 
force, has au tendency towards disintegration and 
death ; so that in our social life it is only the unit, 
who adds to the development of society, that can be 
termed truly moral. Morality is that which tends to 
life. 

As aresult of scientific ivestigations, philosophies 
have been built up, which im the usual course of time 
have degenerated imto the dogmas which at present bar 
the road toa clearer conception of the various factors 
which tend to the progress and development of the 
human famuly. 

Going back to that time when the eceonomie conditions 
demanded a certain moral relationship in order to pre- 
serve the race, our philosophers have built) up ther 
systems upon those relations which existed then between 
men, and have gradually raised up as a serentific: princes 
ple to be observed, one Course of aetion — individual 
strugele, Which was by economic necessity called imto 
existence, oe, owing tothe supply of nutrition beime 
inefficient for the support and maimtenanee of the pop- 
Viation. Forgetting or not understanding that the pro- 
eress of humanity necessitates a negation of the econo- 
nae and moral conditions from which society has taken 
its departure, they preach a morality whieh most. find 
its Justification im the Malthusian misconception. and, 
following on this tine of thought, they contimually and 
stupidly ignore the presence of the evolutionary force 
Which comes from the practice of mutual aid or‘ Solid- 
arity. 

rom Malthus to PHuxtey our savants have been un- 
able to olfer SUE USELOTES for tlre solution of the sOCTRI 
problem whieh are compatible with the demands of our 
ethical Concepts, forthe sitiple vonsor that they dive 
Ineontinerithy Offered to dian a moral relationship { tally 
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In our | 
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adverse to the economie facts and possibilities of life. 
Even our friends the Social Democrats linger in the 
mental rut which this belief in the conception of indi. 
vidual struggle has grooved out for them. At the bottor, 
of the principle of state control lies the misconception 
of the interests of individuals being opposed to each 
other, and being led away by the false view, they brine 
government with its numerous parasitic attendants into 


the new social order, to interfere, as it has always done 


with the harmonious arrangements of the people. Con- 


the free development of society. They fail in their 
philosophy to supply the freedom necessary for the 
creative faculties of man to bring forth those fruitfr! 
ideas which add to the material and moral welfare of 
the community, and dogmatically build up a system of 
reckoning based upon governmental principles with a 
militant supervision capable of enforcing at will the ideas 
This system, by the very nature 
of its organisation, reverses the relations of the social 
units, and makes them flow from the complex to the 
siinpie, Instead of from the simple to the complex, and 
thereby logically allows only those in authority to im- 
prove and perfect all those things that add to the de- 
velopment of industry. Individual effort and initiative 
could only exist proportionally as the people broke away 
from the State. 

Moreover their system of reckoning wages 18 entirely 
contrary to the economic facts of the present day, and the 
promulgation of such shows an entire failure upon the 
part of the Social Democrat to recogiise the tendency 
towards which the integration of labor points. 

In evolution, integration follows im the footsteps of 
divisional labor, the tendency of which in the eeonomie 
field is to render it impossible to discriminate what 
actual part of the whole belongs to the madividaal. in 
democratic circles this fact is tacitly recognised, but in 
the theory of so-called Scientific Socialism it is entirely 
ignored by keeping in existence tie now philosophically 
discarded wage-system, 

Karl Marx when he averaged the time socially in- 
corporated in commodities, and fixed the value of the 
Individual’s labor accordingly, recognized this imdustrial 
tendency, nay more, he saw clearly that something 
more than mere equity of relattons was required to pre- 
serve the life of society, and points out im his economic 


eriticism that itis this faculty for giving more —tlhis 


power and capacity for expansion and developrmient in 
the hfe of the mdividuntl — which allows the capitalist to 
exploit the workers, thas adding one more proof in sup- 
port of what is now recognised by Anarehists as a 
screntifie principle the miseparability of econotiies aud 
morals. La lis ** Dis Capital” Marx says @ Phe coin 
modity (abor power) that [Eo have sold to you differs 
from the crowd of other commodities m= that its use 
creates value and a ralue greater than cts orn. ‘That 
is Why you bought it.” When he wrote this, Marx uncon- 
sclously brought his) philosophy, which deals solely 
with the economic side of the social problem, into line 
with the Anarchistie concept, simply yet beautifully ex- 
pressed by Kropothin in his “ Anarchist Morality” 

“the condition of the maimteniunee of hfe is its expan- 
sion. In eeonomies as im morals, the overtlow, the 
superabundance of eneray, the plentitude of life, nits he 
directed towards social development. To live, society 
must move onwards; to halt, to place barriers in the 
path of its development mens disintegration and death, 
or a recurrence of those agonising periods when revolu 
tions broke the chains which bound man toa superstitions 
past, and the Social Democrats, when they attempt thie 
hpossthle task of reconstructing socrefy om govern: 
mental principles, of placing the whole field of funian 
activity under an authoritative dictatorship, and ist 
tuting an economie relationship of wage reckons, 


~ 
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takes the best possible plan of crushing the progressive 
force of the dividuals who would add to the growth 
and development of society. They, also, give a relation- 
ship contary to the econonue facts of life. ‘Po reckon, 
mews to work suspicious of your fellow-man—to give 
nomore than what you, in your very limited conception, 
imagine you receive from your fe lows. Itis Impossible 
that such relations could Jast and even though it were 
jossthle the result would be social stagnation ; society 
would die of inertia. ‘To give, to add to the lives of 
those around you is the lesson which the human strue- 
gle teaches to the individual, and such is morality. 
Surely then itis much better to give than to receive. 
Ifthe Democratic system of reckoning was applied to 
all our acts it would end in the absurd glorification of 
that line of conduct denoted in the Common saying “an 
eye for an eye,” which is universally recognised to be 
ethically false. Iaven inthe coming social readjustrre nt, 
the workers must by stern necessity, fulfil this law at 
progress, as they cannot attam the freedom desired by 
simply turning the tables and placing the landlords and 
capitalists mm the position Which is ocenpied by them- 
selves at the present day. For the realization of the 
eratider ideal, a higher ethie than that practised to-day 
by the exploiters of labor, must be worked out in the 
coming revolution,  foxtermination of the persons who 
compose this class is absolutely impossible, even though 
desirable, as a look at the revolutionary movements of 
‘SO will clearly show to one who has studied the facts 
of that period. That delinous dream is past, and the 
workers are Gompelled to recognise that a spirit of for- 
eiveness must enter 
firmmess and resolve to alter their social condition, 
Then in their fulness of heart and amid the slory of 
success, the workers will once more write in the pages 
tal Ta tory another proof of the much exploited precept 
Tis better to eive than to recerve.? 


SOCIALISM IN DANGER. 
By F. DOMELA NIEUWENHUIS., 


{Continued from No, r1j 


It is recognized that success, even a temporary success, may justify 
a hittle boasting, and at the Krfurt meeting of the party Lichknecht 
made use of the following language* 

“Our arms were invincible. Ino the end brute force must ever 
retreat. before the advance of ethical principles, before the logie of 
facts. Bismarck, to-day a beaten man, bites the dust, and the Social 
Democracy is the strongest party in Germany. Is that not a couvine- 
Ing proof that we bave been right im the tacties we have pursued ¢ 
Now what have the Anarchists done in Holland, i France, in Ttaly, 
iy Spain, im Belwnum? Nothing, absolutely nothing! Vhev have 


faded an whatever they have undertaken, and everywhere wrought 
mnjury to the movement, And the European workers have left them 
severe ly alone. 

This is indeed “tall talk.” We need only remark, by the way, 


that Liebknecht has a nasty habit of calling every socialist who dis- 
aprees with hime an anarchist. ‘The s avahicwlnt in bis mouth 
is equivalent to traitor. Phat os abominable misuse of 
ayainst which we must in all seriousness protest Tf we asked im tara 
what Geemanv has obtamed for the workers more than the 
Hamed countries, at would be difficult to answer. Liebknecht knows 
that perfectly well. Just a moment before he did the “high fatutin ” 
we have quoted, he had said: ( Idem,’ p. 204.) 

“The fact that up to the present time we have got nothing from 
Parliament is not oa valid objection to parhamentarianism, but 
siinply due to our comparative weakness in the country, among the 
pie op tue 

lu what then consists the superlative success of the German tactics 7 
According to Tiebknecht the Germans have done nothing, and the 
socialists im the countries cited have achieved the same result. Well, 
QO 0. Where are now the splendid advi Lnitages of the German 
method 2 Does not Liebknecht draw a most imposing preture of that 
social democracy which has absolutely done nothing + 

Remark how the prestige of snecess 1s Claimed as an evidence that 
We are right for we have had some success. 
favourite 


word ¢ 
an words 
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the right has prevailed, ! 
That was the reasoning of Napoleon the third and is the 
argument of all tyrants; and such, alas, is the best justification that 
can be advanced to bolster up German tactics. 


The snecess, too, eof which so much is made, is, to put it mildly, 


‘ Pootokolbuber dre Vertandlungen det Partwwitages der soztal denukiane her Partey Devtseh 


Tanda 


into them work, as well as one of | 


slightly mixed. What is the German party ? 
of discontented citizens, not all social democrats. 

Bebel said at Halle in 1890; (* Protokoll Halle, p. 102.) ‘Tf the 
lessening of the hours of labor, the stoppage of work by children, of 
Sunday work, and of night work, are grounds of boasting, then nine- 
tenths of our agitation are wasted.” 

Everyone now knows that these reforms are not distmetively 
socialist; any radical will support them.  Bebel recognizes that 
nins-tenths of the agitation identified with the movement are on be- 
half of reforms not essentially socialist ; now, if the party obtains a large 
number of votes at the elections, it is ina great meastire due to the 
agitation undertaken to win thewe practical reforms, for which the 
radicals are quite as enthusiastic. Consequently nine-tenths of the 
elements which form the party are satisfied with such pathatives, and 
the remaining tenth may be social democrats. What) resolution 
purely socialist in character bas been brought forward in Parliament 
by the sociahst members? Not one. Bebel said at Erfurt: ('¢ Proto- 
koll Krfurt,”) p. t74 

“The great aim of parliamentary action is the education of the 
people with reference to the designs of our opponents, and not the 
immediate acquisition of a proposed reform. We have always 
regarded our measures from that standpoint.” 

That is not quite correct. Tf that were so, there would be no good 
reason for keeping the ee in ignorance of the final purpose of 
social democracy. Why, for instance, propose that the ten-hour day 
should be inaugurated in T1890, the nine-hour day in 1894, and the 
eight-hour day in 1898, when at Paris it was unanimously decided. to 
agitate for a maximum eight-hour working day?) No, the party 
tactics do not suit a working-class movement; they are better adapted 
to the small shopkeeper spirit; but degeneration has gone so far that. 
Liebkuecht cannot form an idea of any other method of waging the 
class war. Here is what he said at Halle: (* Protokoll Halle,” pp. 
56-57.) 

“Ts it not an anarchist way of fighting to look with suspicion upon 
all parliamentarianism, all legal agitation 2 If that be true, i 
other way remains open?” So to his mind there can be no other 
agitation than legal agitation; a melancholy result, of the fear of 
losing votes. That is unmistakably apparent from the report of the 
general committee of the party, delivered at Erfurt. (‘ Protokoll 
Erfurt,” pp. 40-41.) 


Merely a large army 


““Questions for Anarchists.” 
of November, 


In our issue the 


signature of “ Tnquirer 


& correspordent writing over 
asked the following questions : 


1.--Does the work of spreading a knowledge of your principles 
and winning appreciation of your ideals prevent the making of even 
the least effort for the immediate removal of present-day evils + 


2.—Is it necessary on joining the ranks of Anarchism to give up 
all one’s endeavours to deal with, und improve if: possible, such 
forms of government as pertain to parish affairs—our charities, 
schools, vestries, workhouses, ete. ? 


In reply to these questions comrade A, Hamon writes : 


(1) I think the work of spreading information of the anarchist, 
ideal -- that is the “communist” and “freedom?” ideal, may very well 
be carried on at the same time that one is making every effort for the 
removal of present-day evils. Tn nature all forces and elements are 
bound together, and it is not possible, rationally, to classify them or 
say that they shall move se parately and apart from each other. The 
immediate deposition or decreasing of any absolute evil increases the 
possibility of realizing the ideals of love, justice, aud freedom. It is 
troe, that the dmitial cause of imuch of the present-day imjustice 
is the existence of private property, but every effort to improve the 
conducting of the affairs of to-day, must most certamly, if not im the 
most direct manner, tend to the realization of Anarchy, 


(2) [tas quite possible for an Anarchist-Communist to take part in 
the work of local government, and by so domy spread a kuowledye of 
the anarchist tdeal. and thus dierease the mumber of people able te 
comprehend the whole theory of Anarchy. Tf all people were 
educated if their brain power were fully and properly developed, 
they would be more in a position to ap preciate ik commmunistic and 
free system of living —that is of Anarchy. ‘Po oecupy one’s self in 
education, inthe development of schools, is therefore to ierease the 
possibility In the near future of a realization of anarchist doctrines, 

I think penerally that aman who has for an ideal the love of man- 
kind, the desire for perfect freedom: for himself and others, and who 
holds that property should be common to all, is an Anarehist- 
Communist. The means be may employ to realise his ideal most 
depend ino a large on his education, mental powers, and 
surroundings. Tt is not possible to classify Anarchists us to their 
work as propagandists, nor is it desirable, when they ave all working 
towards the realization of the same great ide rae A. Hamon. 


Theaaure 


fnoreply to the forgomy: questions Heury Seymour writes : 


(1) By But the removal of evils engendered by the 
capitalistic aystem wWlich is a system of production and distribution 
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aradical remedy, namely, the removal of the eause, 
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will prove futile, for the geometrical increase of the unemployed is a 
necessary effect of the capitalistic system. 

(2) The question is, can the Anarchist consistently take part in 
local government. I fail to see how any effort on the part of local 
government could be of any practical use. Local government may find 
work for the workers, but in doing this, it immediately aggravates the 
evil of depressed industry, in burdening it with additional taxation. 
The remedy lies outside of local government—it is essentially 
economic in character, and consists (a) in the repealing of all laws 
which protect individuals in the holding of Jand other than by occu. 
pation and cultivation, and (6) in the repealing of all laws which pro- 
hibit the monetization of general values, in protection of gold 
exclusively. In fine, the solution of the economic problem is free land 


and free money,—the abolition of rent and interest, both of which — 


accrue from legal and artificial monopoly. The only practical way 
of reaching this economic solutiou is through the programme of the 
Free Currency Propaganda—the establishment, by co-operation, of 
free exchange. Free money will give to the laborer the full fruit of 
his labor, by supplying the natural economic equation between the 
demand for, and the supply of, labor, thereby abolishing’ that abnor- 
mil phase of competition and low wages among laborers for a limited 
(because restricted) market due to their having to depend on capital- 
ists (monopolists) for employment. It is not an equality of wages, 
and prices, which is the desideratum. That guaranteed, laborers will 
then be in a position to purchase outright such land as they may 
require, just as the capitalists are able to do to-day (with this advan- 
ingeous difference, that the decentralized markets resulting from 
decentralized money will lower land values enormously), and thus 
escape the further robbery of rent. If, however, there was a prospect 
of success in repudiating altogether the landlord’s extortionate élaim, 
so much the better. But only on these general lines, gaided in de- 
tail by the exigencies of the situation, can the Anarchist consistently 
(or at any rate, intelligently) work. Henry Seymoour. 
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Another comrade replies as follows : 

(1) The first work to be done for the spread of © the anarchist 
idea" is, propaganda in every direction, in the family, in the work- 
shop, amon fade, at the street corners and in the parks, in crowds 
and at public meetings, in short, wherever the chance presents itself 
to make the true principle understood ; and in this way to advance it 
whether by speech, pen, or action. Activity will attract attention 
and move the people, who, from the indifference in which they con- 
tentedly exist, will be led to reflection and thence t conciousness of 
their abject condition, But our energy must be intelligent, wise, and 
even moral, without. self-conceit or contempt for others, always mak- 
ing it clear that through mutual hel yh men will become free, equal, 
and happy. So long earenie man shall be of opinion that he is socially 
above: his neighbour, hnmanity will be divided and distressed. It is 
therefore important that we should set an example of respecti for 
others, and that we should make ourselves respected by those who 
endeavour to establish any kind cf mastery over their fellow eifizens. 
In showing respect for our neighbour we do obeisance to the pringiple 
of liberty, and in making ourselves respected we teach the doctrine of 
social equality which must be imposed on those who have put it aside, 
profiting by the apathy of the people, an apathy that can only be 
abolished by revolutionary action. 

(2) Anarchist activity, having for its end the compl-te transforma- 
tion of modern society in order to attain the entire moral and economic 
emancipation of mankind, cannot waste its time in paltry ameliora- 
tions of a state of things which it recognises as radically wrong and 
bound to disappear by means of a new social reconstruction. Certainly 
those who re to establish a new social system, that system be- 
ing wholly different from the old, will not bother themselves with 
patching up institutions that are rotten throughout, |} ut will employ 
their energies in building the new edifice upon new foundations, so 
that it may possess a uniform strength and solidity. At present 
Anarchists live in an atmosphere adverse to their opinions, and in 
various ways they protest aganist the existing order of things. If they 
do not seem to have achieved much as vet, it is impossible to deny 


that they have sueceeded in stirring the minds and consciences of | 


mankind, so that the new social aspirations and tendencies haye been 
discussed, understood, and promulgated. Now if the transformation 


contemplated really involves the future well-being of humanity, and | 
there exists a geucral desire to realise it, it will be realised by the in- 
evitable change of the human conscience, which will bring about the | 


necessary satisfaction of its aspirations. 
Anarchy is not a coup detat accomplished by intrigues, money, and 
conscienceless men ; no, it will realise itself by the spontaneous trans- 


formation of the conscience of mapkind, which perceiving that all men | 


are of one family will desire that all shall become equal, satisfying 
completely every need of their common nature and cooperating as 
effectively as they can im the development of social progress. Ina 
word, activity is the source of our strength, and the development of 
conscience our great end. G. P. 


“Competition is doomed.  Onee a good, it has now become an evil. 


But simultaneously —and probably as part of the same process— | 


springs up, as T say,a new morality. Everywhere to-day signs of 
this may be seen, felt. It felt that the relation which 
systematically allows the weaker to go to the wall is not human.” — 
Edward Curpenter. 


18 


Dremwnen, PNG E. 


ee 
eens 


Universal Suffrage. 


(EIntransigeant | 

Count de X meets his tenant Finard. 

“You are going to vote, Finard ?” 

*“ Why, yes, Monsievr Count, saving your respect.” 

“That's mght. And you are going to vote for the good candidates 
are you not?” ; 

“Oh ! certainly, Monsieur Count. See, there’s the ballot.” 

“But, you poor fellow, that’s the bad ticket ; this is the good one.” 

“Ah! what should I have done if it had not been for you, Monsieur 
Count? Thank you very much !” 

And Finard goes to the polls to deposit the ballot given him by 
the Count. . 

In the evening the Count meets Finard. 

“Good evening, Finard! Then you voted right 7” 

“Oh! yes, indeed, Monsieur Count, thanks to you. But imagine 
the good joke I played on that fellow Pacdme; I gave him the bad 
ticket and told him it was the good one, and he went and put it in 
the ballot-box. Ha, ha!” 


When Adam, in bliss, 
Asked Eve for a kiss, 
She puckered her lips with a coo ; 
Gave a look quite ecstatic, 
And the answer emphatic, 
“T don't care, Adam, if you do.” 
W. A. Warrick. 
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In Defence of Emma Goldman and the Right of 
Expropriation. By VOLTAIRINE DE CLEYRK. 
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